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7 DIRECTIONS 
FOR A DEVOUT AND'DECENT BEHAVIOUR IN THE 
PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD. 


| CONCLUDED. 
Ww EN Gon’s word is reading in either of the ‘chapters, whether of the 
Old or New Testament, receive it not as the word of men, The Seri 
but, as it is'in truth, the word of Gon, which effectually worketh | ee 
énthem that believe. 1 Thess, ii. 15. And therefore hearken to ""@s read. 
it with the same attention, reverence, and faith, as you would have done, if you 
had stood by Mount Sinai, when Gop ‘proclaimed the Law, or by our Sav- 
jour’s side, when he published the Gospel. But remember also that you hear 
inorder to practise; and be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves. James i. 22. “Observe in those parts of Scripture 
that are read to you, what sins Almighty Gop there warns you against ; what 
duties: He there requires you to perform ; what doctrines He there teaches 
you ; and be sure that when you go home, you think of them, and live aé- 
cordingly. 
As soon as the first lesson is read, and again after the second, Flymns after 
we renew our devout praises to Gop in certain Hymns appointed the Lessons. 
for that purpose. And then ‘with one heart and voice we'all 
repeat the Apostle’s Creed, or that which is commonly called the The Creed. 
Nicene Creed, to signify and declare our assent to; and firm be- 
lief of the whole Scriptures, but especially of the'Gospel of Christ. Many 
ignorant people seem to take the Creed to be a Prayer, and repeat it as sueh, 
which is,a verygross mistake. It is not a prayer, but only a solemn acknowl- 
edgement and profession of our faith, or what we do believe as Christians, 
And by repeating it, here, we doin the face of the congregation, profess our- 
selves to continue in the number of Christ’s disciples ; and that‘’as we were at 
first baptized, sei we still believe inthe name of the Father, Son, and Hol! 
Ghost, One Gon, blessed forever. And this also we do'standing, to signify 
our readiness. to defend this faith to the utmost of our power, against all oppo- 
sition whatsoever. Be'sure, therefore, that you really believe every article as 
you pronounce it, that you'be not found dissemblers and hypocrites in the 
sight of God: and when you stand up to repeat the Creed, let it be your se- 
rious purpose 'to continue in that good profession, atid to stand by it, and hold 
at fast wetlout wavering, (Heb. x. 23.) under all persecutions, if you shall 
be called at-any time to sufter tor it. 
The next thing we do, is to. make known our wants, and pre- The Prayers 
sent our petitions unto God. But seeing that neither minister nor or Collects. 
_people can possibly do it aright without the grace and assistance 

of Gop himself ; the minister first prays for his special presence Preparation 
with the people, saying, The Lord be with you ; and they put thereto, 
up the same “peep for the minister, answering him, And with 

thy Spirit. Upon whieh they all immediately adore Gop, and Short Ejacu- 
by turns Jift up their hearts to him, striving, as it were, to out- — dations, or 
vie each other in prevailing with the Almighty to pour dewa his Petitions, 
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332 Choice Divmity. 
which spiritual application, both’ of the manna and of ‘the rock, is made ‘by Se. 
P aul, 1 Cor, x. 3, 4.’ The second ‘lessons contain’ full testimony of our Sav- 
Jour's resurrection ; the first gives an historical account of it; the second re- 
lates the story of thé lame man being’ restored to his feet, through faith in the 
name of Christ ; which must be taken as an undeniable proof, that he was ther 


alive. 

n he firs’ tesson, for. T uesday morning, contains the Ten Commandments, 
- Ich were communicated to the people by the ministry of Moses; wherein 
a3 


prefigured our ‘Saviour, who was to be a Prophet like unto’hiin {and who 
was to bring down a new Law from ‘Heaven, and more perfectly reveal the 
Mlivine Will to man. 

The first lesson, for the evening, represents Moses interceding for the chil- 
dren of Israel, for whom he desired even to die, and be blotted out of the book 
of life ; therebytypifying Christ, who died, and was made a curse for us.— 
“. he second lesson, for the morning, is ‘a ‘further evidence of our Saviour’s res- 
wrrection ; and, that for the evening, contains an argument, which proves, by 
his resurrection, the necessity of ours. 

The Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, for these days, are the same as in the 
old Offices; only the Collect for “Tuesday was, in king Edward’s first prayer 
book, appointed for the second communion on Eastet Day. 


v 


eee . 
OF THE SUNDAYS AFTER EASTER. 


O* the first Sunday after Easter, being the octave of Easter Day, there 
used to be a repetition of part of the service of Easter Day ; and hence, 
this Sunday being celebrated, in hke manner, as that feast, but in a lower de- 
gree, obtained the name of Low Sunday. 

The Epistie of the day,. is addressed to those newly baptized ; Easter, and 
Whitsuntide, having been formerly (as has been before said) the seasons for 
baptizg. Both that, and the Gospel, were used, very anciently,.on this 
day. 

‘the other Sundays after Easter, were, as has been observed, all spent in joy- 
ful recollection oi our Saviour’s resurrection, and the promise of the Comforter ; 
these make the principal subjects of all the Gospels, from Easter to Whitsuntide, 
‘The Epistles for the same period, attemper this joy, by repeated exhortatians to 
the practice of duties, which alone are answerable to the profession of ‘Chris- 
tians. ‘The ipistles, and Gospels, and all the Collects, (except the Collects 
for the 2d, and an alteration in the 4th), are all very antient. ‘The Gospel 
for the 5th Sunday, is peculiarly applicable, as it foretells our Saviour’s ascen- 
sion, and as it relates to the Hogaizons, which are performed on the three fol- 
lowing days. 


eee 


CHOICE DIVINITY! 
Selected from the Westminster Catechism. 


Question. What are the Decrees of God ? 

Answer. The Decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to the coun- 
cil of his own will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath fore-ordained whatso- 
ever comes to pass. 

Q: Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were created ? 

A. Our first parents being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the 
estate wherein they were created, by sinning against God. 

Q. What doth every sin deserve ? 

A. Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse both in this life, and that 
which is to come. 

QQ. Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous ? 

A. Some stuns in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, are more 

‘fetnous in thesight of God than others; _— . 
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Remarks respecting the unhappy fate of Capt. Cook. 133 


Q.: What is the misery’ of that estate into which men fell ? 

A. All mankind by théir fall, lost Communion with God, are under his wrath 
and curse; and so made fiable to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and 
the pains of hell forever. 

Q: Did God leave ali mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery ? 

A. God having out-of his mere good pleasure, from ali eternity elected some 
to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the 
state of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of salvation by 4 Ke- 
deemer. 

Q. What ts the chief end of man? 

A. Mian’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. 

Q. Wiio is the Redeemer of God's Elect ? | . 

A. The dnly Redeemer of God's Elect, is thé Lord Jesus Christ, who be- 
ing, -&c. 

On these harmonious and edifying ‘questions and answers, it is needless ta 
make’ any remarks, for however gloomy their doctrine is, they, with sufficient 
clearness, speak their own meaning. . 

To this doctrine, Archbishop Laud was a zealots opponent, which made him 
go obnoxious to its advocates. ‘“’What Archbishop Laud armed at, was, 
“to keep out the high predestinarian notions froin ‘disturbing the peace of the 
Church. He saw clearly enough, and the example of the United Provinces 
was striking, that if the preachers were suffered to indulge the fashionable nu- 
mour of lecturing upon the sublapsarian and supralapsarian scheines ; upon the 
irrespective decrees of the Almighty ; upon the absoiute, unconditional elec- 
tion of some, and the absolute reprobation of others, with ail the puints neces- 
sarily connected with such gloomy and mysterious topics, Purztunism and dn- 
tinomianisin would break in with a full tide.” [Orikedos Church, bfag.) 
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FOR THE CHURCHMANS MAGAZINE, 


REMARKS 
RESPECTING THE UNHAPPY FATE OF CAPT. COOK. 


They grieved him with their hill-altars ; and provoked him to displeasure 


with their images. Psalm Ixxvill. verse 59. 


O the illustrious navigator, Capt. Cook, 1 cordially lament that these 
words should be in any degree applicable ; yet [am compelled to say, Ua 
his death [ see the finger of God ;—and that his shocking death, and his no tess 
shocking dismemberment, seem to have been the wages of his sutfering him- 
self to receive an idolatrous name, and admission into an idolatrous relizgiou.— 
{n a former number, | presumed to publish some strictures upoi Mr. Pope’s 
notion, of its being a matter of indifference, whether we worship JEqovan, 
Jove or Lord ;—and from this subject was naturally led .o enquire, whether, in 
modern times, any instances of yindictive punishment for idolatrous apostacy 
are on historic record ;—and immediately that of Capt. Cook presented itseli as 
an instance full in point. 

Mavor’s Voyages, vol. 7. Capt. Cook’s third voyage. ————“ Soon after 
<¢the Resolution had got into her station, one of the priests of Owhyhee, nain- 
«ed Koah, arrived. Being conducted into the cabin, he approached Capt. 
«Cook with great veneration, and threw over his shoulders a piece ot red cloth, 
<< which hehad brought along with him, ‘Ihen stepping a few paces back, he 
<¢ made an offering of a small pig, which he held in his hand, whilst he pro- 
“* nounced a discourse that lasted for a considerable time,” 

‘This carries on the very face‘of it, eyery appearance of an initiatory ceremony 
—and in several instances bears a distant resemblance to the Jewish rite of cir- 
cunicision, and the baptism of Christians.—The children of Jews as well as 
Christians at those times antiently received some additional honorary robes or 
garments. At this day the Greek Church practices the giving a white gar- 
ment to every child or person’ at baptism, the priest pronouncing this fori of 







































































134 Remarks respecting the unhappy fate of Capt. Cooke. 


words—* Receive this white robe, as. the garment of thy regeneratiqn, and 
46. kpen it” chmatleec %t: . . . > ( hee 
keep it spotless, ’till the day of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
« verily thou shalt enter with him into the glory of the F'ather.”—Hist,.. Gr, 
Ch.—In the colour of the Christian garment, and that of the, ¢dolatroys 
swathe, may clearly be distinguished the character of the different sytems— 
the one a system of blood, and the other of love and good, willto men. , /). 
{tis uncertain whether the offering of. a pig to Capt. Cook, was, meant ta 
him as a deity, or to be for a feast on the occasion, as a} covenants,of a reli, 
gious nature among idolators were wont, time immemorial, to be ratified .by 
killing and eating some animal which they esteemed sacred, to their gods,— 
‘The 2og was sacred to a great amany gods of the idolatrous world, hence apose 
the necessity of such repeated and positive commands given by the true God 
to his Church-of Israel, not to eat, nay, not.tg touch shat desecrated animal. 
“‘ When this ceremony was over (adds the historian) Koah dined with Capt; 
“* Cook ;—and in the evening, we landed at the beach, and were received by 
‘* four men, who carried wands tipped with dog’s hair, and marched. before 
‘* us, pronouncing with a loud voice a short seatence, in which we could only 
** distinguish the word ORono. ‘The crowd which had been collected on the 
ws shore, retired at our approach, and not a person was to be seen, except a 
** few lying prostrate on the ground, near the huts of the adjoining. village.” 
lt appears that among these idolators the name of Capt. Cook was abolishr 
ed, and the name of Orono substituted in its stead. from the prostrations 
which their priests after giving him this name, commanded the populace 
to make whenever he was among them, it is certain that it denoted something 
divine. Orono and the Greek word for heavens, almost tempt one to hazard 
a conjecture, that they thought the Navigator was the God of the heayens ; 
and in this conjecture, they gaveas good tokens of skill in discovering divini- 
ties, as the people of one of the cities of highly polished Greece, who called 
Barnabas, Jupiter, and Paul, Mercury, But by the by, we may observe how— 
Barnabas and Paul avoided all divine honours—whilst our circumnavigator, 
accepted of them, without offering a single admonition ‘ to quit those vani- 
ties, and worship only the living God.” 
** Before I proceed (continues our historian) to relate the adoration that was 
** paid to Capt. Cook, and the peculiar ceremonies, with which he was received 
“* on this fatal island, it will be mecessary to describe a mora? or burial place, 
*< situated at the south side of the beach of Kakooa. 
«« [t was a square solid pile of stones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, 
“¢ and fourteen in height. ‘The top was flat and well paved, and surrounded 
“by a wooden rail, on which were fixed the sculls of the captives sacrificed 
“< on the death of their chiefs.. In the centre of the area, stood a ruinous old 
“‘ building of wood, connected with the rail on each side by astone wall, which 
‘« divided the whole space into two parts, On the side next the country, were 
“‘ five poles, upwards of twenty feet high, supporting an irregular kind of 
“* scaffolding ; on the opposite side, towards tlie sea, stood two small houses, 
“* with a covered communication.” 
«© We were conducted by Koah to the top of this pile, by an easy ascent.— 
«* At the entrance we saw two large wooden tmages, with features remy 
«‘ distorted, and along piece of carved wood, of 4 conical form, inverted, 
‘« rising from the top of their heads; the rest was without form, and wrapped 
“ round with red cloth. We were here met by a tall young man, with a long 
<< beard, who presented Capt. Cook to the images; and after chanting a kind 
«‘ of hymn, in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end of the 
‘¢ morai, where the five poles were fixed. Atthe foot of them were twelve 
«< images ranged in.a semicircular form, and before the middle figure stood. a 
«« high stand a table, on which lay a putrid hog’, and under it pieces ol sugay- 
« cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and sweet eprigs Koah, hay- 
‘<ing placed the Captain undér this stand, took down the hog, and held it ¢g- 
« ward him; andafter having a second time addressed him in a long speech, 
<¢ pronounced with much vehemence and rapidity, he let it fallon the ground, 
«and /ed him to the scaffolding, which they began to clim) together, not 
<< without great risk of falling.—At this time we saw, coming in solemn pig- 
<< cession, at the entrance of the top of the moraj, ten men carrying a live hog, 
“ aud a large piece of red cloth,—Being adyanced a.tew paces, they stopped, 
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«and, prostrated themselves; and. Kaireckeea, the young man abovemen- 
<* tioned,y; went to. them, and received the cloth, carried it to Koah, who 
<< wrapped it round the Captain, and afterwards offered him the hog, which 
‘«¢ was brought by Kaireekeea with the same ceremony.” 

** Whilst Capt. Cook. was aloft, inthis awkward situation, swathed round 
“« with, red cloth, and, with, difficulty keeping his hold amongst the pieces of 
« rotten scaffolding, .Kaireekeea and Koah began their office, chanting some- 
«< times..in concert, and\.sometimes alternately. ‘This lasted a considerable 
‘ time 3 at length KoahJet the hog. drop, when he and the Captain descended 
« together. He then led him to tlhe amages before mentioned, and having said 
«© something to-each in a sneering tone, and snapped his fingers at them as he 
«* passed, he brought him to thatin the centre, which, trom its being covered 
“‘ with red cloth, appeared to be in greater estimation than the rest. Before 
«© this figure he prostrated himself, and kissed 4 ; desiring Capt. Cook to do 
'© the same, who suffered himself to.be directed by Kouh throughout the whole 
‘© of this ceremony.” 

‘“< We were now led back into the other division of the moraz, where there 
«« was a space ten or twelve feet square, sunk about three feet below the levet 
‘< of the area. Into this; we..descended,. and Capt. Cook was seated between 
“ two wooden idols, Koah supporting one of his arms, whilst 1 was-desired 
“* to support the other. At this. time, arrived asecond procession of natives, 
“« carrying a baked hog, and a pudding, some bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and 
‘« other vegetables, which were presented as before.” 

« When‘this offering was concluded, the natives sat down, fronting us, and 
« began to cut up)the baked hog, to perl the uegetables, and. bredk tie cocoa- 
«‘ nuis; whilst others were employed in brewing the ava, which is done by 
chewing it in the game manner as at the Friendly Islands. Kaireekeea then 
took paft of the kernel of a cocod-nut, which he chewed and wrapped it in a@ 
piece,of cloth, rubbed with it the Captain’s fave, head, hands, arms and 
shoulders. "he ava was then handed round, and, after we had tasted it, 
Koah and Pareea began to pull ihe flesh of the hog in pieces, and to put it 
‘« inio our mouths. Capt. Cook was served by Koah.” 

«« When this last ceremony was finished, we quitted the morai—the men 
«< with wands conducted us to the boats, repeating the same words as before. 
« The people again retired, and the few that remained, prostrated themselves 
«as we passed along the shore. Weimmediately went on board, &c.” 

‘«« During the rest of the time we remained in the bay, whenever Capt. 
¢¢ Cook came on shore he was attended by one of these priests, who went be- 
«« fore him, giving notice that the Orono had Janded, and ordering the people 
‘* to prostrate themselves.” ; 

In.a subsequent number, Strictures on this flagrant instance of apparent 
apostacy to idolatry will be presented to the public, to shew that it is a matter 
of the highest possible concern, that Jenovan be our Gop, and that we 
worship H1M, and HIM only. S 
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SACRED CRITICISM. 


A. CTS chap. xix. verse 2.—We have not so much as heard, whether there be 
“we any Holy Ghost. Pi 

By the Holy Ghost here, is undoubtedly meant the gifts of the Spirit, in 
prophecy, tongues, &c. as in verse 6—The Holy Ghost came on them and they 
spake with tongues andprophesied. ‘These gifts under the Law had ceased 
some tinie before, but were now renewed under the Gospel ;—which was an 
evident proof that Christ was come, as Joel (ch. ii. ver. 28, &c.) had predict- 
ed, “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit up- 
on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions ; and also upon tiie 
servants and upon the handmaids in those days will Tpour out my spirit ;’—and 
as recorded Acts, chap. ii. verse 4.—And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utier- 
ance.—-But according to our translation of the iext-now under review, these 
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136 A succinct history of baptism. 


twelve Disciples of John the Baptist are represented as saying —We have not 80° 
such as, heard whether there. be any Holy Ghost, Can this iniply’ that ‘they 
had never heard of the Holy Ghost?—Or did they intend to say, that they 
had not heard of the effustonof the Holy Spirit, of which their Master had giverr 
thie: intimations ?—This indeed seems to be the meaning of their words, but 
uot well expressed.—The Cambridge manuscript reads lambanosi tines, that is, 
<«\We have not so much as heard that any persons do recetve the Holy Spirit.” 
‘Chis is a just interpretation ; but the authority for that reading is not sufficient: 
}u our English version, St. John, chap. vii. verse'39—thesame sort of phras¢ 
is jusiiy teanslated—Zhe Holy Ghost was not yet given, If our translators had 
kept to that manner of rendering inthe case before us; they would hive madé 
the sense as clear and intelligible —Me have not so much as heard whether the 
Loly Ghost be yet given. DOME TT 

Genesis, chap. ty. \verse t.+I have gotten a man from the Lord. In the Lu- 
theran bibie, this passage is rendered—Ich have-den mann den herrn ; J have 
gotien the man the Jehovah. ‘Vhe Syriac and several other version’ have the 
same reuderigg,—Eve supposed that she‘had borne the Jehovah, the bruiser of 
the serpent’s- head, whe, she believed, would ‘become man by- being born of 
her, and therefore said—kenithi aish ath Jehovah; that is, I have gotten a 
MAN, tue JEHOVAH: 4 


A SUCCINET HISTORY OF BAPTISM, 
AS CELEBRATED. BY ‘THE PRIMITIVE: ‘CHURCH. 
Cuap. 4th—Of the Subjects of Baptism. 


T° is certain, that none. but living persons, adults or infants, were evet reck- 
oned subjects of Baptism in the primitive Church ;—and the ancients had 
ho such custemas the modérns, of giving baptism to churches, bells, ships, &c. 
‘The earliest notice we have of this perversion of baptism, is in the capitulars of 
Charles the Great (about the year.806) where it is mentioned only to be cen- 
sured. Afterwards it found its way intothe Roman offices, and became one of 
the centum gravamina, ot hundred grievances of the Gérman’ nation, drawn 
up in the diet‘of the empire held at Nuremberg, A. D. 1518. 
In Afcica, we eet with a‘custom a little more antient, though no less super- 
stitious, vizi thatiof baptizing the dead. ‘This sort of baptism was adiminister- 
ed to some who had neglected:to-receive baptism in their life time. This was 
an error of the Montonists, and stands condemned by the third council’of Car- 
thage. ‘The Marcionite manner of baptizing the dead is thus described by 
St. Chrysostom:, ‘ When.any¢atechuman was dead, they hid a living man 
‘‘under the bed of the deceased y then coming to the dead man, they asked 
“‘himif he desired to receive baptism; upon which, the other answered for 
“him, that he would be baptized in his stead ; and so they baptized the living 
‘‘for the dead. And for this practice they pleaded the Apostles’ authority ; 
“« Why are we then baptized for the dead ?” | Cor. xy. 29.—but if this were al- 
lowed, in vain had God threatened those who die unbaptized.—Some think 
that the Corinthians were the first contrivers of this sort of baptism, and ap- 
peal to the authority of Epiphanius. But that author says only, that there was an 
uncertain tradition concerning some schismatics in Asia, in the Apostle’s time, 
who practised the custom of baptizing for the dead, lest in the resurrection they 
should be punished for want ef baptism. And the same tradition asserted that 
he Apostie hence took eccasion to say, ** Lf the dead rise not, why are we bap- 
tized for the dead ?—But Kpiphanius rejects this opinion.—Some think that the 
expression, baptizing for the dead, refers to another custom, of baptizing over 
the monuments of niatyrs, who died for the faith, in hopes of a future resurrec- 
tion,—But that custom was,subsequent to the time of the Apostles,.and_ there- 
fore could not be alluded to by St. Paul or bis cotenyporaries. 

St. Join Chryostom says, (Tim. ili. p. 514,) ‘“ After recitation of the sa- 
erainental and solemn words, and the venerabie rules of the doctrines brought 
from heaven, we add this at the end, when we are about to baptize, we com- 
mand himio say, 1 believe in the resurrection qf bodics, and we are baptized 
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‘or Uh ‘this faith. For, after professing this with the other articles, we are 
put into'the fountain of those sacred waters. St. Paul, therefore, remindi 
thein of this, (viz. this custom of professing before baptism, with other arti- 
cles, this of the resurrection of the dead) suid, why also art. thou baptized for 
hp dead, that is, the dead bodies?—For on this, thou art baptized, believing 
le “reSurréction of the. dead body, that it remains no longer dead,.and thou 
ndtend by words believest the resurrection of the dead. . Then the priest, as in 
picturé or representation, demonstrates to thee, by what he. doeth, the things 
hat thou hast believed, and professed by words; when thou believest without 
‘ sigh, he allows thee a sign, viz.—in putting into, and taking out of the water, 
“bie is the sigh of descending into the state of the dead, and ascending from 
ence.” 

Theophylact (about the year !000) on this subject taught. thus—* They that. 
are ‘to be baptized do all profess the symbol of the faith, in which, after oth- 

$, this is set down, I believe inthe resurrection of bodies; the Apostle there- 
fore saith, that they who believe there. is a resurrection of dead bodies, have. 
béen baptized zn, or on these hopes, if they be deceived (that is, if there be no 
esurrection) what shall they do? And indeed,-why are men at all baptized for 
the resurrection, that, is, on the hope, faith, or expectation of a- resurrection, if 
the dead are not raised ?’———See Aye. Hammond on | Cor. xv. 29. . 

Clemens Roimanus, who lived in the time of the Apostles, though he does 
not directly mention infant baptism, yet says, :** Infants are affected by. the sin 
of Adam ;—and we khow that baptism is intended to purge them from that 
contagion. a 

_ Hermes Pastor lived about the sathe time (mentioned by St, Paul in his F- 
pistle to the Romans) and has several passages to shew the general necessity of 
waier, that is baptism, to salvation. merry 

Justin Martyr, who lived in the second century, speaks plainly of 7nfant 
baptism,as used from the.times of the Aposties, Justin wrote his second apoi- 
ogy about the year 148, in which he says, “ there were Christians they. living, 
some seventy-five years old, who had been mate disciples to Christ, from their 
infancy,” and therefore must haye been baptized in the first age, whilst some 
of the Apostles were living. —In his dialogue with Trypho the Jew, he speaks 
of “ Adam’s progeny as liable to death and the deception .of the serpent, by. 
reason of Adam’s sin.”—Now, if all mankind be born with original sin, znfants 
as well as others, have need of regeneration or baptism, to free them from it. 
In another place, he makes baptism parallel to ciycumcision.;—** We haye not 
Sak he) received that carnal circumcision, but the spiritual,cireumcision which 
Enoch, and those like him observed ; and. we have received it by baptism 
through the mercy of God, because we were sinners ;. and itis incumbent en 
all persons to receive it the same way.”—Now, if baptism’answers to circum- 
cisioa, and succeeds in its room, and be necessary.to be received; then, as in- 
ants were to be admitted to circumcision, so they were to be admitted to bap- 
lism,’ as the divinely appointed mean of cleansing them from, original sin. 

The author of the recognitions (about the year 200) gives these reasons for 
the necessity of Baptism : hogs Mie 

Ist. “That it is fulfilling he will and pleasure of God, os eget tee 
2d. The man who is regenerated by water, and born again of God, ‘is there- 
by freed from the weakness of his first nativity, which came to, him by man ;° 
and so made capable of sabvation, which he could not otherwise obtain. | 

And though this author does not expressly mention znfant baptism, his rea- 
sons are 5 as. shew he means to comprehend the infanule part of our species. 

Iraneus, Bishop of Lyaps, born abuut the year 97, a disciple of Polycarp, 
‘who was a disciple of St. John, about, the year 176 wrote his book against 
herestes, in which are three things relating to this matter, which appear very, 
‘evident, allowing him to be a competent witness of the Church’s doctrine and 
practice upon this point riety 2 thesecond century, 4 

ist. That the Church then believed the doctrine of original sin. 
2d.. That the ordinary means of purging away this sin, was baptism.” .. - . 
3d. That children as well ds others, were then actually baptized to obtain 
remission of sins, and apply the redemption of Christ to them 
Tertullian, Who lived im the fatter endvof the second century, and the be« 
ginhing of the third, though he had some singular notions about this matter, 
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yet sufficiently testifies the Church’s practice. Though, in his private opin 


‘ton, he was for deferring the baptism of infants till they came to years.of dis 


cretion, yet, he argues so for this, to shew that the practice of the Church 
was otherwise. 

Origen lived in the beginning of the third century, and nothing can be plain- 
er than the testimonies alledged from him. ‘¢ It maybe enquired’ (says he) 


what is the reason why the Baptism of the Chureh which 1s given for the re-§ 


mission of sins, is, by’ the custom of the Church, given to enfants also ?— 
Whereas, if there were nothing in ?nfants that warited remission, and indul- 
gence, the grace of Baptism might seem useless to thein.” —_ In another place, 
he says, ‘ /nfants are baptized for the remission of sins ;”—which he explains 
to be the pollution of our birth, and derives the custom ffom an order of the 
Apostles, 

In the middle of this age lived St. Cyprian, in whose time there wasa 
question moved ;—‘¢ On what day 7nfants ought to be baptazed.”—To which 
Cyprian and a council of sixty-six Bishops answered—that, ** Whereas some 
hold, that the rule of circumcisiow should be observed in Baptism, ali in that 
council were of a contrary opinion. It was their unanimous resolution and 
judgment, that the mercy and grace of God Was to be denied to none as soon 
as he was born} for if the greatest offenders have forgiveness of sins whea 
they come to believe, and no persoii is kept off from, Baptism and grace, how 


much less reason is there to prohibit an infant, who, beifig newly born, has nog 


other sin but original sin, which is not his own, and may therefere be more 
easily forgiven him ?” 

‘The writers of the fourth century are explicit and full to the same purpose ; 
which is sufficient to shew that enfant baplism was not owing to any new doc. 
trine begun In the third century, as some assert, but was derived from more 
antient priciples, and handed down through the two first ages, by apostolical 
practice. 

it will be proper here to observe several things relating to the Baptism of 
infants. Some in the African Church confined Baptism to the eigthth day, 
pretending that an infant during the first seven days after its birth 15 unclean, 
and that the eighth day was observed in the Jewish circumcision. ‘Lo the 


nrst of these Cyprian answers, that this could be no reason to hinder the giving§ 


to an infant the heavenly grace: and to the other he replies, that the spiritual 
circumcision ought not to be restrained by the circumcision that was according 
to the flesh; but that all are to be admitted to the grace of Christ : forasmuch 
as Peter says in the Acts of the Apostles, The Lord hath shewed me that no per- 
son 2s to he called coimmon or unclean.—This is the only place, where we ever 
readthat this question was made and after the resolution here given, we find not 
that it was again proposed.—So that the circumstance of téme seems never t 
have prevailed in the Christian Church. 

In some Churches, it was customary to defer the baptism of infants a3 wel 
as adulis when there was no apparent danger of death, to some of the super: 
festivals, which were more peculiarly designed and set apart for baptism. ‘I hus 
in ‘Thessaly, they baptized only at Easter.. Upon which account a great man} 
died without baptism in those parts, as Socrates says, book v, chap. 22,—[]) 
docs not say expressly that this was the case with ciildren ; but there are rea 
sos to induce us to think that it was—for there are canons, both inthe Frenc! 
and Spanish councils which order the baptism of children, except in case oi 
absolute necessity, to be celebrated on Easter Sunday—whence Palm Sunday 
or the Sunday before Easter, had the name of Octave Infantum—The Octur 
of Infants. In consequence of these canons, St. Austib and St. Ambrase sped! 
of so great numbers of infants being brought to Church at Easter to be ba 
tized —There is abundant proof that Easter was the stated time in many coun 


tries for the celebration of Baptism, though in cases of necessity, children, a8 


well as adults, might receive baptism at any tinte, 

Before we close this subject of /nfant Baptism, it may not be improper t 
answer certain cases and questions which may be put concerning it, so far a 
they are to be resolved by the practice of the Church, or the judgment of an 
trent writers. 

Ist. “ Whether children, having only one parent Christian, were capable 4 
baptism ? 
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Remarks on private Baptism. iss 

2d.‘ “* Whether children of parents under excommunication, and the Church’s 
eensures, might be baptized ?”—St. Austin gives his opinion that they might, as 
in the case between Auxilius, a young bishop, and one Classicianus, whom he 
had laid under an anathema, together with his whole family. 

3d. « Whether children, who were either exposed or redeemed from tlie 
barbarians, and whose parents were unknown, and consequently it was uncer- 
tain’ whether they had been baptized or not,--were to be baptized ?”?—The fifth 
Council of Carthage decreed, ‘‘ that they were to be baptized, lest an hesita- 
tion in that case should deprive them of the benefits of that sacrament.”—Vhis 
resolution was made at the instance of the legates of the Churches of Mauri- 
tania, who informed the Council that many such children were redeemed from 
the barbarians ; in which case it was not certain whether their parents were 
heathens or Christians. 

4th. ‘* Whether zufanis, whose parents were known to be Jews or Pagans, 
falling into the hands of Christians, were to be admitted to baptism :”—St. Au- 
gustine affirms in express terms,—‘‘ ‘This grace (says he) is sometimes vouch- 
safed to the children-of Infidels, that they are baptized, when, by some means, 
through the secret Providence of God, they happen to come into the hands of 
pious Christians.” 

When such children were either bought or redeemed with money, made law- 
ful captives in war, or taken up by any Christian persons, having been exposed 
by their parents ; in all such cases, either the faith and promises of the spon- 
sors, or the faith of the Church in general, who was their common mother, 
was sufficient to give them a title to Christian baptism.—The holy Virgin of 
the Church did frequently, in such exigences, become their sureties, and take 
care of their education, And hence it was that many children were brought 
to baptism, when they were neglected by their nearest relations.” 

5th. Whether chi/dren might be baptized, who were born whilst their pa- 
rents were heathens ?—Of this there can be no doubt; for as soon as the pa- 
rents themselves were baptized, they were obliged to have their families bap- 
tized also ;—and by a law of the emperor Justinian (about the year 540) a se- 
vere penalty was laid upon such parents as neglected to get their children bap- 
tized.—Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople (about the year 840) repeats this 
Jaw in his Nomo-canon, and adds another to it, concerning the Samaritans, 
that though they themselves might not be baptized till they had been catechu- 
mens two years, yet their &ittle ones, who were not capable of instruction, 
might be admitted to baptism, without any such delay or prolongation 

|Yo be continued. } 
———— > ae 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


Gentlemen, 


NOWING your exemplary regard for every thing that relates to good ox- 

der and decorum in réligious matters, and believing that your sentiments 

concur with mine, with regard ta the impropriety of administring the sacra- 

ment of Baptism in private houses, instead of requiring the children to be 

brought to Church; { am desirous of offering to the consideration of your 
readers my thoughts on that, subject. : 

I'am of opinion, gentlemen, that this evil originates from a varicty of causes ; 
Ist, in affection of grandeur ; 2dly, from seli-interest on the part of those, 
who paid for dispensing with rubrics and canons; and, 3dly, trom that gen- 
eral indifference ta the offices of religion ; to which 1 may add the unreasona- 
ble plea of tenderness for the child, to whom itis supposed it would be fatal 
to be taken to Church, even in the month of June. 

If the clergy should attempt to vindicate themselves by saying, they com- 
ply with what they do not approve, for fear of giving ofience ; 1 would only 
wish them to consider, whether they do not rather jower their character by 
such an improper compliance, (xan conciliate the favour and esteem of their 
parishioners. | . 

Men of sense cannot but know, that when they ask a clergyman to periorm 
this duty, they call upon him to act contrary to the directions of the rubric ; 
aad they do not esteem him the more, but the less, for his indiiference to pro- 


——— 
r a 


ey oe 


a 
“ad 


ol 


lg 
FE 


- a a 
A Tae age 


~ 
r 








— 


CRIT TI or eenperers 


Se ne RN ee ener rem - 


eR er PE 


TT ee 


7 Kee 


Saws 


Pe ET I OTE ER LO SE LITO Ee ct 


EERE =e 


eg Ng Ss 



















ae ae 


ee 


— 








140 


the clerg 
teinpt. 


[shall add one other are 


may be edified. 


Church. 


Wonan. 


XCESSIVE anger and revenge. are ever productive of cruelty.—There is 
something in them, so opposite to. ail the gentle and fine feelings of hur 
nianity, that there is reason for considering them as certain marks of humap 
depravity, and apostacy from God and goodness. . 
Estimate the tree by 2ts frutt, 
destroy privately those who have offended them: others take the more open 
and fashionable method of dueling ;—which, though not so infamous as .the 
former, in the eyes of the misjudging part of mankuid, cannot be justly reck- 
oned less cruel ; especially as it is often occasoned by mere trifles, or very: 
slight or imaginary provocations; and man 
intimate friends ;—whio, although too thou 
of the action, beiore it be committed, yet, when one falls, the survivor sees 
if in its true and horrible form; and would then give, as the expression is, the 
whole world, of in his power, that hehad not committed so shocking, dud detestas, 
? ' ” ss std 


Pn Duclling. 


priety, and his undue regard to his own advantage. 
every clergyman, who, with civility.and respect, 
of this kind, urging as an ‘objection, the im 
ing contrary to the rule of his conduct, wou 
his parishioners, than by ah ; 
with their humour, their indolence, or indifference: 

But, from the very words’of the service, it appears that the compilers of § 
our Liturgy had no idea of the sacrament of baptism being administered in 
any other place than at the fount or altar in the Church. © For the words are-. 
* Ye have brought this child here to be baptized.” Now, no ove-acquainte 
with propriety of expression, will say, that the word’ fere relates to th | 
brought, because it certainly would have been hither, not here: “ Ye haye 
brouvht this child ‘here to be baptized,” that is, inthe Church. Such as read 
the ward here for hither, have argued, that when this service Is performed at 
home, and the clergyman sent for to perform it, théreo 
teration made in the words; and instead of his saying, 
child here, that is, hither, to be baptized, he should say, Ye haxe brought 
me here, that is, hithér, to baptize Unis child. 

In short, gentlemen, it fares with this, as 
the right way, that we are gradually led into absurdities, of which at first we 
were not aware ; and the only way to maintain 4 character af consistency and 
respect is firmly to adhere to the rules presented for gur conduct, 1 
to the importunity of those, who from improper motives, wa fst seduce 
y from their duty, and then treat their, too easy compliance with con» 
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ument in fayour of administr 
as the rubric directs, in the public con regation, viz..that, to.an attentive 
well-disposed congregation, ‘it is tound to be extremely. edifying and inipres- 
sive} the hearers are reminded of their own sacted engagements, by, the. ine, 
tervention of others, ‘at thejr baptism ; and such as have undertaken the office 
of sponsors, learn that it wa$ not a mere matter of form, but-a very, uaporte 
ant duty, when they promiséd in behalf of the baptized imfaut, to see that it § 
be brought ap to “lead a godly and a Christian life ;” andJastly, to all are 
represented in this rite the duties of their Christian profession ; ‘> to. die upto 
sin, and to rise again uato righteousness :’ 
considered, a most instractive Service, not to be confined to a bed-chamber or 
a drawing room, but rijost proper to be performed where all’ may hear, and. 
I méan that children, when ‘really sick, should always 
privately baptized, and at a convenient time should be admitted into the 
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ON DUELLING, 
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On Duelling. Att 


lea crime /-—a crime without remedy, and for which no adequate recom- 

ence can possibly bé made. Sec geie Be 

*'Phis abominable custom of duelling is of Gothic original, and ‘stands npon 
the same ground, as cock-fighting—bull-baiting, ip ey for 'six-pence Ht 
some.ill-tated domestic fowl,—The prince is the Same—a degree of Knight- 
errantry' pervades every branch of the falsely called honorable déed —Theeye 
accustomed to ‘behold quivering limbs anc the flowing blood Of aninials tor 
Rg to gratify the vanity of an unfeeling marksinan, may soon be brought td 
have an equal indifierence for the consequences of an equal quantity of pox der 
and lead levelled at the side of a brother morttal.—The transition 1s easy fron} 
the shedding of one sort of blood to that of another —1 he paths Which fead 
Aish one sort of folly to another—from one sort of vice to afiother—irom 4 
esser to a higher degree of guilt, are all upon the descent—** /eadrig down 1 
the ‘chanibérs of death.” v4 

‘Not only does a Stoica! indifference about a man’s futute state proinpt hint 
to revenge for injuries real or imaginary, and to perpetuate his name on this side 
the grave by some action meriting public noforjety ;—out by progressive steps 
of indifference to the pleasure or pain of others, he may even big his mind 
to be indifferent to his own life, especially so, if his condition is Cleckere 
With ‘cross accidents, which ‘now and then rouse ‘him froin*his lethargy, an 
make him wish for death as the universal cure of all i[ls. It.wadld’not be dif- 
ficult to enumerate several instances of duels fought upon this desperate prin- 
ciple. v mea 
Infidelity is also a strong prompter to duelling.-The man wlio ives without 
God—without a dependence on his unmeried goodness, wilhoul any afficice 
in his merciful Providence—witbout the most cussory idea of fOiiire amepabil- 
ty for the deedsdo ne in the body—will.meither be very careful of bis obedi- 
ence to the Jaws of God nor man.—A mixtuye of perverted principles. 24@ id= 
fluence, be thinks, will] protect him from the operation .of human laws—ang 
as to divive sanctions—he places them to the account of priéstcraft—thus_injs 
mind is easy—and like anothér lying Greek, he is in utruinque paralus— pre- 
pared on the first pressing emergency, dodedl or-be killed ! 

More closely connected with dueiling than people imagine, is the heathen 
notion of fatality, adopted among mafy séets of Christians, under the reform- 
ed name of Predestination. ‘The fatalist reasons thus.—! wzl/ be avenged of 
mine enemy—lI will ease me of niine adversary—-that lump of animated niat- 
ter shal! not.continue longa stumbling,block in my way.—l wail challenge bim 
to a duel—.and such is the epinion of all men of courage concerning that gen 
tlemanly way of revenge, that if he refuses to fight mé, he will be for éver 
stigmatized with the epithet of coward—white-livered areteh and chiaitte heise 
—But what if I should fat—well—what if [ should—** whatever is, is right” 
—if I fall by the discharge of my éenemy’s pist6l—J shall have not only iived 
my appointed time upon Earth—but forever be superior to the object of my 
hatred. It will'be said of me when I am gorie, fiinctus est fato, as hath beea 
said of many illustrious Romans :—and all men who are of my sentiments and 
know me,, will say—he was a dansh’d cleyer fellow !—pbut his time was come | 

Heavens and earth! what a delusion, thus to make God the author of alf the 
evils which murder man’s happiness—and to place man in tlie cundition of a 
mere machine—without volition, oF the hopes uy fears attendaiit on future ani& 
nahility- ! 

We hear much of civilization—of the influence of wholesome and well ‘ad- 
ministered laws—of the politeness and eleganee of manners to be found’ a- 
mong us—and upon a comparison of the moderns with the ancients, much ‘pre- 
ference is given to the former.—Pérhaps the balance ‘is iff our favour—but if a= 
ny truth is due to the author of Czsar’s Commentaries on the subject of duel- 
ling, their knowledge, their reasonings, their practice, were of a more exten- 
sive and refined nature than what modern tines exhibit. ‘The antientGréeks 
and Komans never fought duels—if they challenged one another, it was te 
fight only against the enemies of their country. Of such achallenge, Casat, 
in the 5th book, § 36, of his Commentaries, has given usa remarkable in- 
stance. 

Two Centurions, T. Pulsio and L. Varenus, having witli great animosity, 
long contested which was the braver man, or more worthy ot preterment, sd 
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32 Human Life. 


being present at Cesar’s camp, when assaulted by the Gauls ; the former, im 
the heat of the attack, called aloud to the latter in thése words,—Qui dubi« 
tas, Verane? aut quem locum proband virtutis tux expectas? hic dies, hie 
dies de nosiris controversiis judicabit. cs elo we 

immediately after this spirited incitement to a trial of their valour, Pulsio 
went out ef the camp alone, and rushed upon the thickest of the ‘enemies’ 
ranks. _Varenus followed his rival, who, with his javelin, slew the first of the 
Gauls who engaged him; but being attacked by a shower of darts, ori¢ of 
them pierced hits shield, and stuck so in his belt, that he could not draw. his 
sword. ‘The enemy instantly surrounded him, thus escumbered and ‘dna- 
bie to defend nimself; at this instant Varenus comes up to his assistance, kills 
one, and drives the rest before him :—but pursuing them too éagerly, stepped 
into a hale, aad fell down. Pulsio, who had by this time disencumbered' him- 
self from the dart, and drawn his sword, came very seasonably to the rescue 
of Varenus ;--with whom, after having killed many of the Gauls, he returned 
with safety and glory to the camp.—The Romans, we see, did not in their 
private quarrels, sheath their swords in one anhother’s breasts :—contests for 
valour among them were properly and nobly turned against the enemies of 
their country. Here is a noble lesson—and happy’ would it be if in this we 
imitated them. 

it is reported of the famous Viscount de Turrenne, that when he was a young 
officer, and at the seige of a fortified town, he bad no less than twelve challenges 
sent him ; all of which he pocketed. But being soon after commanded upon 
a desperate attack of some part of the fortifications, he sent a billet-to eath of 
the challengers, acquainting them that he had received their favours, which he 
deferred answering till a proper oceasion offered both for them and himself to 
exert their courage for the King’s service ; that being ordered to assault the 
enemy's works the next day, he desired their company, where they would have 
an opportunity of shewing thetr own bravery, and of being witnesses of his.— 
Was not this acting like @ man of sense, of temper, and of true courage ? 





& aa 
HUMAN LIFE. 


- & We lash the ling’ring moments into speed,.to hurry us into eternity.” 


\LCULATIONS have been made to ascertain the number of inhabitants 
on this Globe, and thence to deduce the number of those who die in any 
given time. ‘lhe general computation stands thus, 
In Asia 650 millions, 
In Africa 150, 
In America 150, 
In Europe 130. 
1088. 
In all one thousand and four-score millions. If then we suppose, for the sake of 
argund mumber, that the Earth is inhabited by one thousand millions of men, 
or thereabout, and that thirty-three years make a generation, it follows, that in 
tiiat space of time, there die one thousand ‘ millions.—Then the number of 
deaths each year amounts to 30,000,000—each day to 82,0090 and each hour to 
$,416.—Tihis computation I suspect is under the truth, yet it shews us with 
wiat impetuosity the tide of human life goes out—how rapidly our hours and 
minutes flee---and that our life is but a vapour which continueth for 4 moment, 


To my Young Readers, 


Let the whole of this essay be dedicated. ‘Therefore, let me intreat them to 
observe, that Youth is the proper season for cultivating the benevolent and 
bumaneatfections. Asa great part of your happiness is to depend on the:con- 
nections wiich you form with others, it is of the highest importancethat you 
acquire iv early life the temper and the manners which will render such conr 
nections comfortable, Let a sense of justice be the foundation of all your social 

ualities: In your early intercourse with the world, avd even in your, youthful 
amusements, let no obliquity or unfairness be fougd: Engrave on your minds 
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Ffymencal cgutions to our Fair Readers, Mg 


that sacred rule of: “doing in all things to others, according as you wish tha€ 
they should dounto you.” For this end, impress upon your minds a deepsense 
of:-the original and natural equality of men. Whatever advantages of birth or 
fortune you possess, never display them with an ostentatious superiority.— 
Leave the subordinations ef rank, to regulate the intercourse of more advanced 
years. At present it becomes you to act among your companions, .as man with 
man.’ Remember, how unknown to you are the vicissitudes of the world ; and 
how often they, on whom-ignorant and contemptuous men have looked down 
with scorn, have risen to be their superiors in future years. Compassion is an 
emotion of soul, of which you ought nevertobe ashamed. Graceful] in youth 
is the tear of sympathy, and the heart that melts at the tale of woe. Let not 
ease and indulgence contract your affections, and wrap you up in selfish enjoy ~- 
ment. Acecustom yourselves to think of the distresses of human life; of the 
solitary cottage, the dying parent, and the weeping orphan! Never sport 
with pain and distress, in-any of your amusements ; nortreat even the meanest 
insect with wanton cruelty. For He who formed them, created you~--HE 
who endued them with an_instinct for self-preservation, gave you the gift of 
‘reason----and to the gift attached a high degree of responsibility. In a word, 
learn early to dead justly, to.love mercy----and to walk humbly with your God ; 


then his goodness und mercy will accompany you ali the days of your life, ang 
. N) 


you will dwellin the house of the Lord for ever. . 


—— CD <a 
-HYMENEAL CAUTIONS TO OUR 
FAIR READERS. 


W-hilst ease 2nd plenty banish care; 
Ye in soft pleasures waste the day, 
Amidst the debonair and gay-; 

With candour read—with care attend 

‘These gentle strictures of a friend ; 

Which well observed, secure you'll 
tread, 

By conscious peace, and virtue led, 

Oi life the tragi-comic stage, 

Amidst a vain, licentious age. 

Shun--the weak /op, whose only care 
Is to adjust his dress and air; 

Who seif-enamour’d, ne’er to you 
Proper respect will think is due. 

‘The Rattle, Rake and Debauchee, 
Who place their bliss in luxury ; 

In taverns, stews, aud sports, and noise, 
Averse to calm, domestic joys. 

‘Ihe infidel whose daring aim, 

Is al] Religion to defame ; 

Who'll vow, protest, his honour plight, 
Then laugh to scorn each sacred rite. 
‘The ploding Cit, whose anxious mind, 
‘lo stocks and trade alone confin’d, 
‘Lhe arts of pleasing must detest, 

W hen of your wealth and you possess’d. 
‘Lhe sportsman rude, the sullen clewn, 
Whose features ever wear a frown ; 
Whose vulgar ways, & awkward mein, 
Excite disgust and raise the spleen. 
Fach sordid wretch, whe hopes in yain 
Your hearts by settlements to gain ; 
Rates female merit, wit and sense, 
By pounds, by shillings and by pence, 

Detesting these with all their wiles, 
Aflected compliments aud smiles ; 


* [ Y youth’s gay bloom ye lovely Fa7r, 


Whene’er you condescend to wed, 
Choose for the partner of your bed; 
Whom Virtue and Religion guide, 
kyom ali extremes of vice and pride ; 
Descended from a worthy line, 
Jn person, decent—(if not fine} 
By Nature hap’ly formed to please, 
By blending dignity with ease ; 
Discreetly gay, poitteiy bred, 
In men and science duely read, 
You or your friends to eptertain, 
With serious or amusing vein ; 
To gain respect in public life, 
Toshun in private petty strife ; 
By counsel aid, by reason sway, 
As love and duty point the way ; 
Your views enlarge, your taste refine, 
And fit your souls for joys divine. 
When such bright youths attract 
your choice, 
Regardless of the public voice, 
Or wealth, or lands, those tinsel things, 
From whence no rea! comfort springs; 
** Health, peace and competence,” you 
know 
Are all you can enjoy below : 
Of these secure, with those you prize, 
‘The arts of coquetry despise; 
With gen’rous ,warmtih their suit ap- 
preve, 
For love alone can cherish love ; 
That tender sympathy inspire, 
And mvtual fervour of desire, 
Which sanctify the nuptial rite, 
With constant and serene delight ; 
Make each revolving period sweet, 
Aud bliss—if bliss on earth—compieat. 
). 
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144 Essays and thoughts on surtous subjects: 
 " "" APFECTION TO PARENTS. — } 


K N.amiable yauth was lamenting, in terms of the-sincerest grief, the death 
“A of a most affectionate parent. His companion endeavoured to console 
him by. the ceiléetion, that. he. had always belaved to the deceased with duty, 
tenderness and respect. So.4 thought, replied the youth, whilst my parene 
was tings but now.t recollect, with pain and sorrow, many instamets of digs 
ebediehde and neglect; for which; alas! it is too late to make atonement. 


MAXIMS. 

MAGISTRATES.— While justice on public dffénders' fs duly executed, 
public calamities will not be sent. 3 

Unt ss, Magistrates are upon their guard, they will be made the instruments 
of wicked inen, or of their revenge. | 

‘Lo fear the displeasure of men, and not to fear doing injustice, is an effect 
of infidelity. 

. Atgxims of the World. _.. Maxims of the-Gospel. 
‘AlL this will F give thee. Sell all that thou hast. + le 
Lef us eat and drink. Hunger and*thirst after righteousness. 
Vindieate yourself, ‘Tura.thy cheek to him that'smiteth thee. 
A servile temper. Biessed are the meek. 
A cowardly temper, Forgive yout enemies. 
A servile /awning. Love your enemies. 
An unreasonable patience, Bless them that curse you. 
Charity begins at home. Freely ye have received, freely. give, 
Every man has his faults. Be ye perfect, even 4s your Father ig’ 

Heaven is perfect. 


——tintie > ae 
ESSAYS AND THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS’ SUBJECTS. 
CATHARINE I. Of RUSSIA. 


HE was not very brilliant and quick in hér understanding ; but thé reasdm’ 

why the Czar wasso fond’of her, was her exceeding good temper: she never 
Was seen peevish or out of hemour; obliging and civil to all, and never for- 
gettul of her former condition.—Peter was subject to occasional horrors, which’ 
at times. rendered him gloomy and suspicous, and. raised his passions to such 
a height, as to produce a temporary madness. In these dréadful moments 
Catharine was the only person who ventured. to approach him; and such was 
the kind of fascination sbe had acquired over him, that her presence had an 
Instantaneous effect, and the fitst sound of ber voice.composed his. mind and 
calmed hisagonies. Frem these circumstances she seemed necessary, not only 
to-his comfort, but to his very existence: she became. bis inseparable compan- 
ion on his journies into foreign countries, and even in.all his military expeditions. 


CYRUS had taken the wife of Tigranes, and asked him what he would 
give, to. save her from servitude? He replied, aft that he had in the world, 
and his own life into the bargain. Cyrus, upon this, very generously restored 
her, and pardoned what iiad passed.‘ All were full of his praises upon this 
cccasion, some commended the accomplishménts of his mind, others those of 


his person. ‘Tigranes asked his wile, whether she did not greatly admire him? 


«© { never looked at him,” said she. ‘* Not look at him!” returned he ; “ up-' 


on whom then did you look?” ** Upon him,” replied she, ‘ who offered his 
own life to redeem me from slavery.”—T is charming example should be cop- 
ied into our behaviour in the house of God’; where we should behold and con- 
template the beauties and pérfections of that bléssed person alone, who actual- 
ly did give his life a ransom for us. 

WOULD you see human vanity and misery. at the highest? Behold the 
glabe of the world carried im procession before the corpse of the Emperor 
Charies Vil; who, during the short course of his wretched reign, could not 
keep possession of one sinall unfortubate province. 
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